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Paul Ekins has a Ph.D. in economics from the University of London and is Professor of Resources and Environmental 
Policy and Director of the UCL Institute for Sustainable Resources, University College London. From 2002-2008 he was 
a Member of the Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution. In 2011 he was a member of the Expert Panel of the UK 
National Ecosystem Assessment. In 2013 he was appointed to UNEP’s International Resource Panel, for whom he was 
lead author of a major report on resource efficiency at the request of the German Government at the G7 Summit in 2015. 
He was a Member of the European Commission’s High-Level Panel of the European Decarbonisation Pathways Initiative, 
the Final Report of which was published in 2018. He was one of two Co-Chairs of UNEP’s sixth Global Environment 
Outlook (GEO-6), which is the United Nations’ flagship environmental report, and which was presented to the United 
Nations Environment Assembly in March 2019. Since 2017 he has been a Co-Chair of the Natural Capital Expert 
Working Group on Natural Capital. He is an authority on a number of areas of energy-environment-economy interaction  
and environmental policy, including: sustainable development assessment methodologies; SDG indicators and metrics 
relating to strong environmental sustainability and natural capital; scenarios, modelling and forecasting; resource 
productivity; sustainable energy use; the adjustment of national accounts to take account of environmental impacts; 
environmental economic instruments and ecological tax reform; sustainable consumption; and environment and trade. 
He is the author of numerous papers, book-chapters and articles in a wide range of journals, and has written or edited 
twelve booksIn 1994 Paul Ekins received UNEP’s Global 500 Award ‘for outstanding environmental achievement’.  
In the UK New Year’s Honours List for 2015 he received an OBE (Officer of the Order of the British Empire) for services 
to environmental policy.

Professor, UCL Institute for Sustainable Resources,  
University College London (UCL);  

Co-Chair, GGKP Expert Working Group on Natural Capital


